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This thesis focuses on the parents’ image in reports related to family education 
issues from China Education in the new decade from 2002 to 2011, based on the 
results of content analysis and text analysis from the perspective of cultivation theory, 
in terms of the general characteristics of reports, the demographic characteristics of 
parents’ images, the parents’ behavioral characteristics, and the ways of parents’ 
image presentation. It could also help us understand something about discourse 
resources and limitations which could be obtained by parents from mass media. 
The research discovers that most of the parents’ images are fuzzy and presented 
as a whole. The demographic characteristics of the parents’ image are unclear. In the 
specific behaviors of family education, parents pay close attention to their children's 
studies. Most of the sample reports are balanced, but the amount of positive parents’ 
images is more than the negative ones. On the one hand, the negative parents’ image 
tends to feed their vanities at the cost of their children’s physical and mental health 
and comprehensive development. And most of them who lacked family education 
knowledge always considered themselves in the right and make choices for their 
children. Some of them neglected their responsibilities for family education. On the 
other hand, the positive parents’ image tends to self-examination and learning. Most 
of them actively promote communication and cooperation between family and school. 
They set a good example with their own conduct. They are staunch supporters of their 
children. And they pay attention to their children’s health and comprehensive 
development. To be sure, in the family education reports, even though the authority of 
government, schools and so on deeply penetrated in the field of family education, 
parents are still the most emphasized subject. In fact, no matter how their performance 
in family education, the parents’ image presented in the reports is still the most 
significant actual stakeholder of the family education responsibility. 
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